Word Speak 2001 (Mac)
Students may benefit from having the text on the screen read aloud to them.  This feature can help with comprehension of the written materials and also in editing written work.  Although there are several text-to-speech software programs available, the  Macintosh computer offers two ways of using this feature immediately.

1. SimpleText: A simple built-in text-to-speech Mac word processor that can be set to read the text in a document while creating a document.

2.  MS Word  for Mac with Word Speak 2001:  Word Speak allows you to have text in Word 2001 documents read aloud using Apple Text-To-Speech technology. With this tool, you can select a voice to use to read any selection from your Word document. 
Download: Word Speak from: http://www.microsoft.com/mac/download/office2001/wordspeak2001.asp
Choose a file format for downloading.

The .bin and .hqx file formats — what's the difference?
When downloading files from Mactopia, you might be given a choice of two different file formats, MacBinary (.bin) or BinHex (.hqx).  What's the difference between these two file formats? A .bin file is typically smaller than an .hqx file, but is less compatible with earlier Macintosh systems, such as Mac OS 7.0, 8.0, and 8.5. An .hqx file is typically larger, but is more compatible with earlier systems.
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· Download and install the Word Speak add-in

· Open MS Word 

· On the Tools menu, click Templates and then Add-Ins
· Under Global Templates and Add-ins, select the Word Speak Text Box.

Use Word Speak

· [image: image2.wmf]Installing the add-in created a new option under the Tools Menu
· Highlight the text you want to hear spoken.
· Click on Speak Selection on the Tools Menu

· You can also select Pick Voice to change the voice that is used.

Hint: A box pops up to read one word at a time, showing voice patterns.  This may be:

· distracting for some students; 

· it does not highlight the words and 

· [image: image3.wmf]it may cover the words from the text and cannot be moved to a new place on the screen.
