Using the Thesaurus
(Microsoft Tips for Teachers: Word) 
American Explorers: Have students write a short paragraph about a famous American explorer or inventor. Next, have them find synonyms for some of the key words in their paragraphs. Then have each student read his or her paragraph aloud with the synonyms. Can other students guess who the inventor or explorer is? Discuss why a synonym may not always have the exact meaning needed in a story. 

How To:
Find a Synonym using the Shortcut Method 
1. After the students have typed a short paragraph about a famous American explorer or inventor in Word, place the mouse's pointer on the word for which you want a synonym. 

2. Right-click on the word. 

3. Point to Synonyms, then select a new word to replace the original word from the pop-up list of choices.

Note: If a synonym is not available for a particular word, Synonym will not appear when you right-click on the word. 

Use the Thesaurus 
1. Highlight (select) the word you want to look up. 

2. Click the Tools menu, point to Language, and then click Thesaurus. 

3. Next, select a new word to replace the original word from the list of choices. 

4. Click Replace to actually have the synonym replace the original word. 
